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that our offer was still considered as good, irrespective of
other matters. Two hundred thousand dollars in gold
would purchase this vessel; in paper currency she is ap-
praised at $392,000. It is easy to perceive that Mr. Weed
and Mr. Pruyn will realize a clever sum for their labors.
They have had for one or two years the use of $800,000 in
gold. This vessel has not cost them over $200,000 in gold.
The government takes it at $392,000 and must pay that
sum in gold to Japan. Who pockets the $192,000? It can-
not be otherwise than that this subject will be inquired
into. It ought to be.

December 6, Tuesday. Nothing of moment at the Cabi-
net. Neither Seward nor Fessenden was present. The new
Attorney-General declines to be sworn in until confirmed.

Shortly after leaving the Cabinet I heard that Chase
had been nominated to, and confirmed by, the Senate as
Chief Justice. Not a word was interchanged in the Cabinet
respecting it. Stanton, who came in late and just as we
were leaving, professed to have come over merely to learn
if the message had been received, and how. It is possible
he was in the secret, but no other one who was present,
and his knowledge is perhaps doubtful. The President had
said to us before Stanton came in that he had sent up yes-
terday the nominations of Dennison and Speed, but men-
tioned no others. I am sorry he should have withheld the
fact, which we all knew in less than one hour, that he had
to-day sent in Chase for Chief Justice. Dennison informs
me that [he went to the theatre with the President last
evening and parted with him after 11 o'clock, and not a
word was said to him on the subject.

I hope the selection may prove a good one. I would not
have advised it, because I have apprehensions on that sub-
ject^ Chase has mental power and resources, but he is
politically ambitious and restless, prone to, but not very
skillful in, intrigue and subtle management. If he applies
himself strictly and faithfully to his duties, he may sue-